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The purpose of this project was to determine what types of tattoos people 

were putting on their bodies and also what these tattoos meant to each person. 

“Tattooing has become the America’s fastest retail business and it is estimated hat 

there are now 15,000 studios in operation and at least one studio opens daily in 

America” (para.1). According to Associated Content, approximately 15% of 

Americans have at least one tattoo. 

The data for this study was gathered by going to local Bay Area tattoo shops 

and interviewing and taking pictures of various people with tattoos. We conducted 

our study during a two‐day period while driving to various tattoo shops. The 

population of this study included the age group of 20‐30, and each participant had at 

least one tattoo but no more than 15 tattoos on their body. Some of the people had 

reasonable explanations of why they decided to put a permanent mark on their 

body. 

According to our study, we found that the reasons why people get a tattoo is 

because a loved one, just for fun, religious purposes, to associate themselves with a 

group, and/or to defy higher authorities, like parents. Justin T. said in reference to 

why he got 13 tattoos on his body, “It's all about self expression! Your whole body is 

a canvass and not a lot of people use it. A lot of people pierce something not 

knowing it's not permanent and they can take it off when they need to. With tattoos 

you can't do that.”  In conclusion, most interviewees do not regret the tattoos that 

are a permanent marking on their bodies. Tattoos in general are a healthy behavior 



because the individual is creative and the tattoo associates with their lifestyle and it 

shows who they are as a person. 
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